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Good afternoon:
 
Lorna Syme and Jack MacDonald are the reviewers at the U.S. Office of Government Ethics
(OGE) who will be reviewing the public financial disclosure report (report) filed by Donald J.
Trump in connection with his candidacy for the Office of President. As we do with all
Presidential Candidate reports, (please see OGE’s candidate review procedures found here),
OGE reviews the report for compliance with the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, as
amended, prior to our office’s certification of the report.
 
Based on OGE’s initial review of the report, I have attached comments and questions which
are necessary for our office to resolve before we are able to confirm that the report is fully
consistent with the EIGA and OGE’s implementing regulations.  Some of these changes will
require amendments to the report. While we work through these issues, we ask that you send
drafts. Once we have completed our review, the filer will need to submit replacement and new
pages to us, initialed and authorized for inclusion in the filer’s original filing. However, please
do not have the candidate initial anything until we have reviewed all of the replacement and
new pages and provided feedback.
 
Our office takes all steps necessary to ensure the expedited review of Presidential candidate
reports. OGE would like to resolve all outstanding issues within 30 days of receipt by OGE,
September 13, 2023. At the 30 day mark the public can access the report whether certified or
not, so we seek to complete our review prior to that time. Additional timeframes are set out in
OGE’s candidate review procedures.  Please note that after 60 days, our General Counsel may
send a letter to the candidate noting the candidate’s failure to provide adequate information
and setting a deadline for compliance.
 
We look forward to working with you on this report. I have copied Deborah Bortot, Lorna,
and Jack on this email.  Please send any responses to all four of us.  
 
Please confirm receipt of this email.  Thank you.
 
Very respectfully,

Heather Jones
  
  
Heather Jones 
Senior Counsel 
(202) 482-9316 

(b)(6) - Scott Gast's email address(b)(6) - Derek Ross' email address
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• The filer did not have any pending paid speaking engagements or any pending payments 
from past speaking engagements as of May 15, 2023. 

 
Part 3 
 
 
* Continuing benefits: Please confirm that the filer will not continue to / does not participate in 
any retirement or benefits program from a business or former, non-federal employer.  Examples 
of reportable benefits include: 

• defined contribution plan 
• health insurance 
• life insurance 
• estate, financial, tax, or travel planning assistance 
• tax gross-up payment 
• housing allowance 
• discounts on products or services 
• use of an office, vehicle, or staff support 

 
Part 5 
 
* Please confirm the following: 

• Except what is expressly reported on the financial disclosure report, the filer’s spouse did 
not receive any earned income (including honoraria) from non-federal sources during the 
Part 5 reporting period. 

• The filer’s spouse does not have any intellectual property (e.g., book deals, copyrights, 
patents, etc.). 

• The filer’s spouse does not participate in any non-federal defined benefit plan (traditional 
pension) or defined contribution plan (401k, 403, 457, etc.). 

• The filer’s spouse has no individual retirement accounts. 
 
* Line 4: Please confirm that the filer’s spouse does not create her own NFT’s for sale. 
 
* Line 5:  Please confirm that the value is correct because it is equal to the amount of income 
received in the reporting period. 
 
* Line 6:  Please confirm the income amount is correct.  It is the same amount as the prior report, 
even though the reporting period is different. 
 
Part 6 
 
* Please confirm the following: 

• Except for expressly reported in the financial disclosure report, the filer, spouse, and 
dependent children do not have any beneficial interests in trusts, including discretionary 
trusts.  
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*Line 127:  The amount of the  reduced to .  Please confirm there was 
not a  in the reporting period (Jan 1, 2022 – May 15, 2023). 
 
*Lines 130 and 131: The  are the same as the 2022 report.  Please 
confirm the amounts are correct. 
 
*Line 135: The value increased substantially.  Please confirm the value is correct. 
 
*Line 140.3:  On the previous report there were 3 receivables from  

  
  
  
• There is now one receivable not tied to a person.  Please explain.  

*Line 159:   is line 111 not 119. 
*Line 176: The income amount is substantially higher in a shorter reporting period.  Please 
confirm this amount is correct. 
 
*Line 187: The income amount is substantially higher in a shorter reporting period.  Please 
confirm this amount is correct. 
 
*Lines 200 and 201: The income amounts are exactly the same as the 2022 report despite 
different reporting periods.  Please explain. 
 
*line 201:  Should the entry reference line 200 instead of 216? 
 
*Line 223: The line references in the underlying assets column should be Lines 106 and 200. 
 
*Line 225:  Please provide an income type. Please explain how ” 
generates income. 
 
*Line 237:  Please change the EIF column to “No”. 
 
*Line 258:  Please either add income amount or delete income type. 
 
*line 264:   is an asset management company.  The value and 
income are significantly lower this period.  Please explain. 
 
*Line 268:  The value of the management company is much lower.  Please explain. 
 
*Line 282:  The value of the operating agreement has increased substantially.  Please explain. 
 
*Line 291: The income amounts are exactly the same as the 2022 report despite different 
reporting periods.  Please explain. 
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From: Scott Gast
To: Heather A. Jones
Cc: Jack MacDonald; Lorna A. Syme; Deborah J. Bortot; Derek Ross
Subject: Fwd: Trump Responses to 8/18/23 Questions
Date: Friday, August 25, 2023 4:42:27 PM
Attachments: First Round Questions Trump Responses (8.25.23).pdf

Part 2 Exhibit A (8.25.2023).pdf
Part 2 Schedule 1 (08.24.23).pdf
Part 6 (08.24.23).pdf

Attached please find the following materials:

1. OGE Form Part 2 Schedule 1;
2. OGE Form Part 2 Exhibit A;
3. OGE Form Part 6; and
4. Responses to OGE’s questions.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Scott Gast
Compass Legal Group
300 Independence Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20003
202.937.2309

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any documents, files, or previous email messages attached to it may contain confidential or legally
privileged information for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient, do not read, print, or save this email. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution of this email, its contents, or the attachments is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender by telephone at (202) 937-2309 or by reply email and destroy the original, any attachments, and all copies.

2nd attachment: WIF/(b)(3) - 58 pages; 3rd attachment: 
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 ●  The filer is not a trustee of any family/personal trust, including revocable living trusts. 

 RESPONSE  :  Confirmed. 

 ●  The filer did not hold any positions with a non-profit organization or non-federal 
 governmental entity during the Part 1 reporting period, whether compensated or 
 uncompensated (unless the organization qualifies as a religious, political, social, or 
 fraternal organization). 

 RESPONSE  :  Confirmed. 

 Part 2 

 * Please confirm the following: 
 ●  The filer has no salaried position 
 ●  The filer has reported all non-investment income (including honoraria) from non-federal 

 sources during the Part 2 reporting period. 
 ●  The filer has reported all intellectual property (book deals, copyrights, patents, etc.). 
 ●  The filer does not participate in any defined contribution plan (401k, 403, 457, etc.). 
 ●  The filer has no individual retirement accounts. 
 ●  The filer is not receiving any distributions from any of the listed defined contribution 

 plans or individual retirement accounts. 
 ●  The filer has not had any paid speaking engagements for the period December 14, 2022 

 through May 15, 2023. 

 ●  The filer did not have any pending paid speaking engagements or any pending payments 
 from past speaking engagements as of May 15, 2023. 

 RESPONSE  :  Confirmed. 

 Part 3 

 * Continuing benefits: Please confirm that the filer will not continue to / does not participate in 
 any retirement or benefits program from a business or former, non-federal employer.  Examples 
 of reportable benefits include: 

 ●  defined contribution plan 
 ●  health insurance (we’re looking into this and will advise) 
 ●  life insurance 
 ●  estate, financial, tax, or travel planning assistance 
 ●  tax gross-up payment 
 ●  housing allowance 
 ●  discounts on products or services 
 ●  use of an office, vehicle, or staff support 

 Donald J. Trump: Round 1, OGE Comments  2 



 CONTROLLED 

 RESPONSE  :  Confirmed, but for the health insurance portion, we’re currently looking into this. 

 Part 5 

 * Please confirm the following: 
 ●  Except what is expressly reported on the financial disclosure report, the filer’s spouse did 

 not receive any earned income (including honoraria) from non-federal sources during the 
 Part 5 reporting period. 

 ●  The filer’s spouse does not have any intellectual property (e.g., book deals, copyrights, 
 patents, etc.). 

 ●  The filer’s spouse does not participate in any non-federal defined benefit plan (traditional 
 pension) or defined contribution plan (401k, 403, 457, etc.). 

 ●  The filer’s spouse has no individual retirement accounts. 

 RESPONSE  :  Confirmed. 

 * Line 4: Please confirm that the filer’s spouse does not create her own NFT’s for sale. 

 RESPONSE  :  We’re currently looking into this and will advise. 

 * Line 5:  Please confirm that the value is correct because it is equal to the amount of income 
 received in the reporting period. 

 RESPONSE  :  Confirmed. 

 * Line 6:  Please confirm the income amount is correct.  It is the same amount as the prior report, 
 even though the reporting period is different. 

 RESPONSE  :  Confirmed. 

 Part 6 

 * Please confirm the following: 
 ●  Except for expressly reported in the financial disclosure report, the filer, spouse, and 

 dependent children do not have any beneficial interests in trusts, including discretionary 
 trusts. 

 ●  The filer, spouse, and dependent children are not the grantors of any intentionally 
 defective grantor trusts (i.e., there is no irrevocable trust for which the filer or spouse is 
 responsible for the income taxes on the trust assets). 

 ●  The filer, spouse, and dependent children do not have any of the following: 
 o  529 plan accounts 
 o  life insurance policies with reportable cash value 
 o  any options, futures, forex, or other derivatives (except for anything that might be 

 indirectly held through a reported fund) 
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 * Page 55, first entry: Should the first entry read as “Investment Account #3” instead of 
 “Investment Account #1”? 

 RESPONSE  :  Yes: We have made the appropriate adjustments  to the 278(e). 

 * Page 55, , lines 1-3: Please report the missing income amount. If the income 
 amount is $201 or more, please report the income type. 

 RESPONSE  :  We have made the requested adjustments to the 278(e). 

 * Page 55, : 
 ●  Line 1: Please report the missing income amount. If the income amount is $201 or more, 

 please report the income type. 

 RESPONSE  :  We have made the requested adjustments to the 278(e). 

 ●  Lines 5-6: Please report the missing income type. 

 RESPONSE  :  We have made the requested adjustments to the 278(e). 

 ●  Line 9: Please confirm the income type. Cash accounts normally earn interest income. 

 RESPONSE  :  Confirmed. 

 ●  Please confirm that the two  reported on page 73, 
 lines 4 and 5, of the filer’s prior report are no longer held by the trust. 

 RESPONSE  :  Confirmed. 

 * Page 56, first entry: Should the first entry read as “Investment Account #4” instead of 
 “Investment Account #1”? 

 RESPONSE  :  Yes: We have made the appropriate adjustments to the 278(e). 

 * Page 56, line 31:  
 ●  Please change the EIF category to “Yes” for this fund. 
 ●  Please report the missing income amount. 

 RESPONSE  :  We have made the requested adjustments to the 278(e). 

 *Page 56, lines 35-66: Please change the EIF category to “N/A” for each of these stocks. 

 RESPONSE  :  We have made the requested adjustments to the 278(e). 

 * Pages 57-87, first entry: Should the first entry read as “Investment Account #4” instead of 
 “Investment Account #1”? 

 RESPONSE  :  Yes: We have made the appropriate adjustments to the 278(e). 

 Donald J. Trump: Round 1, OGE Comments  9 

(b)(3)

(b)(3)

(b)(3)

(b)(3)


























